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Abstract
Background: Each year, urban accidents cause thousands of deaths and physical,
mental and financial losses in the world. Therefore, the study of pattern and
conditions of accidents are very important in various aspects. This paper aims to
assess the epidemiologic pattern of accidents reported to the Firefighting and Safety
Services Organization in Zahedan.
Method: In this retrospective and descriptive-analytical study, 373 accidents reported
to Firefighting and Safety Services Organization in Zahedan from 2011 to 2013 were
assessed and analyzed based on available data using Chi-square, Fisher Exact Test
and SPSS.16. (p=0.05)
Results: The results are as follows: 29.2% of accidents reported in the spring season
which 64% were fire accidents, 35.4% of accidents were happened in the houses, and
most accidents (52.8%) were in residential areas. Most of the accidents include
violence and deliberate accidents (13.1%), traffic accidents (10.17%) and electrical
accidents (9.1%). The mortality and injury were reported in 4% and 17% of accidents
respectively. However, there was not a statistically significant relationship between
mortality and injury with both type of the accident and the building, but there was
statistically a significant relationship between types of the building and property
damage (P=0.032) and also between rapid action and injury occurrence. (P=0.021)
Conclusion: According to the results, fires were the accidents which occurred most
frequently; therefore, fire departments should be equipped the fire extinguishing
systems and staff should be trained in this field. The reconstruction of old buildings
and the required training for safety with priority of urban old buildings are
recommended regarding the number of houses accidents is more than apartments. In
some cases, people may cause some problems to distinguishers. Thus, appropriate and
necessary education is needed. It seems that type of accident is not main issue, but
dealing with accident and the existing facilities at the site must be in priority.
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