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Abstract
Background: Education is the most important, the least costly, and the least time-
consuming factor in nurturing human resources for the effective and optimal management
of natural and man-made disasters. This study aims to compare and contrast the
curriculum for “disaster and emergency management” in the United States and “man-made
and natural disasters management” in Iran.
Method: This descriptive-analytic study has been done based on Bereday method. Data
were collected from formal national and international databases as well as higher
education documents. At first, the two curricula for a bachelor of science degree in Iran
(i.e., Iran Helal Institute of Applied Science & Technology) and the US (i.e., Upper lowa
University and American Public University) were compared and contrasted. Then,
suggestions and implications were offered.
Findings: According to the results, the topics for curriculum development in field of basic
sciences, public administration, social sciences and communication, natural sciences and
disasters, disaster management sciences at both associate of science and bachelor of
science levels with specializations in natural and man-made disasters are the same based
on local needs. In the two US universities, the topics of the two specializations of this
curriculum (i.e., a degree in arts and a degree in science) in the aforementioned areas are
different, optional and highly flexible.
Conclusion: The results showed that the curriculum and course contents at both levels
(i.e., associate of science and bachelor of science) and in both specializations (i.e., man-
made and natural disasters) are consistent with the global pattern for disaster management,
emphasizing local needs for natural and man-made disaster management. It is suggested to
offer various optional and flexible courses that are commensurate with the needs of
learners from different institutional backgrounds, and develop new courses of study,
considering the diversity of disasters in Iran.

Keywords: comparative study, global curriculum, disaster management, higher education
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